DUDLEY LOCAL PLAN CALL FOR SITES 2023
CORBETT MEADOW: PROPOSED LOCAL GREEN SPACE

This note updates the proposition that Corbett Meadow be designated a Local
Green Space first put formally to Dudley MBC in response to the Black Country
Plan Call for Sites in August 2020 - see site ID 10516 here https://
blackcountry.oc2.uk/document/forms/8865/11

Since then:-

* the Draft Black Country Plan published in July 2021 proposed the designation of
Corbett Meadow as a Local Green Space - see page 434 et seq here https://
blackcountryplan.dudley.gov.uk/media/18612/draft-bcp-jdi-version-v2-2907.pdf

* the Draft BC Plan’s proposed designation of Corbett Meadow as a Area of High
Historic Landscape Value and as a Site of Local Interest for Nature Conservation is
also notable.

* the LGS proposition was widely supported by representations from local people
see https://blackcountry.oc2.uk/document/reps/9604

* a planning application for residential development of the Meadow (DMBC ref
P22/1050) was submitted in July 2022 and was strongly opposed by local people
(approx 400 individual objections) citing the value of the Meadow to the character
& quality of the local ecology & landscape and the land being a legacy gifted to the
people of Stourbridge for use as a hospital & parkland - see http://
planningdocuments.dudley.gov.uk/AnitelM.WebSearch/
(S(5¢cn1xed45gugdxffi2yxwed45))/Results.aspx

* following updated survey & review, the Meadow was designated a regionally
significant Site of Interest for Nature Conservation by DMBC in October 2022 - see
https://cmis.dudley.gov.uk/cmis5/Meetings/tabid/116/ctl/ViewMeetingPublic/mid/
543/Meeting/6444/Committee/468/SelectedTab/Documents/Default.aspx and
http://planningdocuments.dudley.gov.uk/AnitePublicDocs/00655832.pdf

* new & more detailed information on the historic significance of the Meadow was
brought to light via representations on the planning application (for example see
http://planningdocuments.dudley.gov.uk/AnitePublicDocs/00648599.pdf ): via the
Black Country Local Heritage List project commissioned by the four BC Councils
in Autumn 2021 https://www.blackcountrylocallist.org.uk/ :and via preparation of
“The Last Meadow” https://www.friendsofcorbettmeadow.com/ files/ugd/
db9101 caa75fad8726410083a2639462dc62a8.pdf and its submission to the
Council by email 22/4/2023.

* planning permission for the proposed development was refused by DMBC
January 2023 citing the need to protect its heritage and nature conservation value
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- see http://planningdocuments.dudley.gov.uk/AnitePublicDocs/00655830.pdf and
http://planningdocuments.dudley.gov.uk/AnitePublicDocs/00655832.pdf

* a Friends of Corbett Meadow group was formed in 2022 https://
www.friendsofcorbettmeadow.com/ and a vision & programme for delivery for the
better use of the Meadow for public benefit is taking shape, led by the Stourbridge
Community Land Trust and supported by local health practitioners

NPPF para 102 states that “The Local Green Space designation should only be
used where the green space is ... demonstrably special to the local community
and holds a particular local significance, for example because of its beauty, historic
significance, recreational value... tranquillity or richness of its wildlife ...” a
description wholly fitting to Corbett Meadow; and the case for it being so
designated is now even stronger than ever.

Therefore Amblecote History Society and CMAG urges & trusts that Corbett
Meadow be designated as a Local Green Space in the Dudley Local Plan.

Amblecote History Society and the Corbett Meadow Action Group - 9 March
2023
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