SAVING AMBLECOTE MEADOW

Above photo of Amblecote Meadow courtesy Graham Beckley

With the increasing pressure on local councils to allow redevelopment for the building of houses,
there are constant new objections from the public to planning proposals which threaten precious
green spaces. One such campaign was mounted in Amblecote when a local meadow adjoining
Corbett Hospital came under threat. The site was originally gifted in 1893 by the “Salt King”, John
Corbett for the building of a local hospital. Although Corbett made his fortune in Droitwich, he was
born in Brierley Hill and he recognised the importance of providing a hospital and a green space for
the benefit of the local population living and working in a heavily industrial area. Thus the Corbett
Charitable Hospital was built, surrounded by meadows - “situated in the green borderlands of the
Black Country, a kind of oasis on the edge of a waste” - according to an article in the Brierley Hill
Advertiser of 1893 describing John Corbett’s original concept.

Sounds all too familiar nowadays when the NHS is promoting “green surgeries” and “green
prescribing”. The hospital and meadows migrated to the NHS after its formation in 1948 and, in fact,
much of the original site has already been sold by the Hospital Trust for housing development. Thus
Amblecote Meadow is the last remnant of the legacy from John Corbett. When this was threatened
with further development, the Corbett Meadow Action Group was set up. The descendants of John
Corbett added their support to the group, urging the Hospital Trust to respect the wishes of their
benefactor ancestor. Support from the local MP Suzanne Webb and the West Midlands Mayor, Andy
Street has further bolstered the campaign.

In view of the strong feelings locally, Dudley MBC has rejected the proposal on the grounds that it
fails to “consider the historic character and local distinctiveness of the existing site” and the area has
been designated a Site of Importance for Nature Conservation. We can only hope that the SINC
designation will provide greater protection than that of Green Belt!

Despite this welcome news, it must be stressed that, although the proposal has been rejected by
DMBC, the battle to save Amblecote Meadow is not yet won. According to the latest posting
on the campaign’s Facebook page, the deadline for the developer to appeal the decision with the
Secretary of State was 13 July 2023. Even allowing for delays in processing the paperwork, it is felt
unlikely that an appeal has been made. CMAG and local residents are at present pursuing a position



statement on the meadow from the developer Charles Church Properties (Persimmon Homes) and
The Dudley Group of Hospitals NHS Trust, as it looks as if no appeal has been submitted. In this
event the remaining options for the developer would be withdrawal completely or submission of a
revised planning application

It is a surprising area, as one of our members, Allan Nolan, would attest. Allan regularly runs moth
traps and has attracted a wide array of species to his garden neighbouring the meadow. He has also
recorded White Letter Hairstreak butterflies in the EIms nearby. Below is a selection of the moths
that Allan Nolan has trapped in his garden.

December moth - one of the reasons Allan | Male Emperor moth appears early Spring.
started trapping. He wanted to catch one of
these furry winter creatures.

A selection of June trappings - above left - Figure 80, above right - Magpie, below left - Miller and
below right - Lunar Hornet moth




Golden Plusia - July

Tawny Barred Angle - August

Always special when this beauty turns up -
Clifden Nonpareil - September




October - Merveille du Jour October - Satellite

In addition to the above, Allan has recently trapped 2 moths not previously recorded in Staffordshire,
namely Brindled Groundling and Pale Lettuce Bell.

Acknowledgement: The information contained in this article is taken from “The Last Meadow” by the
Corbett Meadow Action Group. Particular thanks to Robert Bevan Jones and Helen Cook. For further
information, please visit their website:

www.friendsofcorbettmeadow.com

or visit their Facebook page Save the Corbett Meadow Action Group

Joy Stevens
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